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Author1s Statement 

When Louise Reid asked me to make a written contribution to the 

Bicentennial Commemoration of the Methodist Church in America I felt com-

plimented and was happy to give any help I could. 

ii 

My immediate plan was to deal, within the bounds of my knowledge, 

with those who had occupied the pulpits as pastors, and those who had oc-

cupied the pews as congregations. I knew that such an approach would re-

quire many references to kinsmen during the pioneer years of the Methodist 

Church in Southwest Arkansas. I knew that I would have to work Methodism 

into Arkansas, and into Little River County by way of Sevier County. I 

knew I would have to deal with the Wallace Methodist Church which was a 

part of the Foreman Circuit and the church where my family worshiped for 

years. Finally, I would be able to work into the Foreman Church. 

All of this has made a very disjointed and rambling discussion. 

I cannot present it in good sequence because it didn1t happen in that manner. 

If you choose to read it, try a small amount at a time. In that way, maybe 

you can get the picture. 

Mary Z. (Haz;e) Cannon 
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THE PULPIT AND THE PEW 

1. METHODISM SPREADS FROM ENGLAND TO SOUTHWEST ARKANSAS 

Inherent in mankind, God1s greatest creation, was a desire to wor-

ship. Thus it came about in the early stages of man1s existence that he 

chose to recognize powers greater than his own. Such recognition led to 

worship. Today mankind continues to worship, be it God or mammon, Christ or 

a graven image. 

Created with the ability to make mental choices it was inevitable 

that not all men would choose to worship in the same manner. Those who had 

similar thoughts showed a tendency to band together. So it came about that 

similar ideas of worshiping God and serving their fellowmen led people into 

organized groups. 

Adherents of one such group, attracted to the views and teachings 

of John Wesley, a minister of the Anglican Church of England, came to America 

bringing with them their religious and ethical beliefs, which in England had 

been termed "Methodism." So it was that in the Christmas Conference of 

December 24, 1784 in Baltimore, Maryland, two of these leaders, Francis Asbury 

and John Coke,became the founders of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America. 

Due to the zeal and vigor with which the itinerants of this new 

religious organization pursued their labor, the doctrines and teachings of 

r~ethodism soon had spread from the eastern seaboard to the Mississippi River 

and into the area which was to become Arkansas. 

NO\,1 , in 1983, we are on the verge ~ the t\'/o hundredth anniversary 
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of the existence of the Methodist Church in this country. Various names have 

been used such as Methodist Episcopal Church, South and United Methodist Church. 

December of 1984 marks the date for our bicentennial celebration. 

How and when di d f4ethodi sm reach our area? The Mi ssouri Conference, 

including Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, was organized in 1816. In 1817 

the Hot Springs Circuit \'Jhich included all the country from the Arkansas River 

to the Louisiana line came into being. This still was in Missouri Territory.· 

Large 1y through the i nf1 uence of Rev. ~'Ji 11 i am Stephenson, who was appoi nted 

to Hot Springs Circuit, a colony of Methodists came from Bellevue, Missouri 

in 1818, and settled at Mound Prairie, five miles northwest of later Washington 

in Hempstead County. 

This group, on crossing the Arkansas River where Little Rock now is 

located, found no settlers there, only one or two huts. On arrival at Mound 

Prairie they built a church. Made of hewed pine logs, it was twenty-eight 

feet by thirty feet. A dODr in one side faced the pulpit and a large fire-

p~ace with a chimney was located at one end. The slaves worshiped in the same 

congregation with their masters and enjoyed all religious privileges of the 

whites. Called Mount Moriah, this was the first Methodist church in Arkansas. 

Because of difficulty concerning a deed to the land, the first site 

was abandoned within a year and a new and near identical house was built. The 

name was changed to "Henry's Chapel" which continued as the name for fifty 

years. The location was on Mound Prairie and the name was to honor the 

leader of this r4ethod;st colony, Reverend John Henry. The first f'1ethodist 

church to be built in Arkansas pre-dated the formation of Arkansas Territory. 

Reverend Henry \'1as a leading factor in estab1 ishing r"1ethodism in Southwest 

Arkansas. He died at the age of .ninety-three in Center Point, HO\'/ard County. 

Organized Methodism was spreading. In 1818 Reverend Stephenson of 
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Mound Prairie was making trips to Pecan. Point on the Red River. This location 

was south of present day Idabel, Oklahoma. There, this pioneer circuit rider 

held the first Protestant church service in what was to be Oklahoma. He 

likely crossed the old Willow Spring (Rocky Comfort) area in his moves to 

Pecan Point and return trips to Mound Prairie. 

I give you 1839 as a significant date in the closer approach of 

Methodism to our locality. On February 23, 1839 at Props Chapel on Blue 

Bayou, location of present day Center Point, the first Quarterly Conference 

of sevier Mission, Fort Towson District, Arkansas Conference, Methodist 

Episcopal Church was organized. Of the members present at that Quarterly 

Conference 144 years ago only one is familiar, Archelaus Turrentine, my 

great-great grandfather. Incidentally, he was the great-great-great 

grandfather of Foreman resident, Donna Kay Steel Matteson. 

As a child, I was interested in the name of my earliest Turrentine 

ancestor in Arkansas, "Archelaus." It was a name with which I was not other-

wlse familiar. Inquiring of my father concerning the origin of this name 

so well established in the family, I was told it was a Biblical name. So to 
, 

the indexed family Bible I went to see for ·whom my ancestor and other kin were 
.. - -'" named. II A.rche 1 aus II (pronounced Ar-che-l a-us) was the son of Herod the Great. 

The name appears only once and that in Matthew 2:22. The name means 

II P e op 1 e I s Chi e f • II 

Of the stewards elected at this quarterly Conference of 1839 only 

one name is familiar to me. It was Benjamin H. G. Hartfield, husband of my 

great-great-great Aunt Louisiana English. Their home was in Rocky Comfort, 

Sevier County, Arkansas. (In case she might not know it, may I tell Louise 

Reid tha~ B. H. G. Hartfield's wife was of the same kinship to her as to me.) 

The circuit of these stewards included all of what is now Howard, Sevier, and 

Little River Counties with parts of Hempstead and Pike, and Choctaw Nation 
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ARCHELA US TURRENTINE I 
1796 - 1885 

An early Methodist Circuit Rider, 1839. 
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west to Fort Towson. 

There were twenty-three appointments in this new mission which 

extended fifty miles in one dimension and one hundred in another. The name 

Sevier Circuit held until 1841. Then it became Blue Bayou Circuit up until 

1858. The district was Fort Towson until 1842 when it became Washington 

District. The first minister of Fort Towson District was Rev. S. Allen. 

Of this area, by whatever name, there were twenty-three preachers in the 

next thirty years. Of these ministers, only two are familiar names to me, 

T. G. T. Steel and Archelaus Turrentine. 

The locations for appointments for the 1839 Quarterly Conference 

were numerous, twenty-three in all. I snall name a few which identify places 

that might sound familiar to some of my readers. There were Rolling Fork, 

Mine Creek, Ebenezer, Red Colony, Buck Range (near Mineral Springs and 

burial site of Archelaus Turrentine), Rocky Comfort, and Paraclifta. 

I now have the Methodist Church sphere of influence reaching to 

Rocky Comfort, Arkansas. In 1842 Rocky Comfort was selected as the location 

for a Methodist parsonage for the Red River District of the Arkansas Con-

ference. The land on which to locate a home for the Methodist ministers was 

granted by B. H. G. Hartfield and his wife, Louisiana English Hartfield. 

The Methodist Church of Rocky Comfort was organized in 1855. Al-

though the plat of this early town shows the property which belonged to the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, the site of the church building with reference 

to present day surroundings cannot be thereby identified. As far as I know, 

we, whose ancestors worshiped there, never had the forethought to inquire 

of the location of this earliest Methodist house of worship in our immediate 

area. Happily this information is available through one who grew up in Rocky 

Comfort and recalls with clarity the location of the building which was near 

the home of his boyhood. 
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!~r. Wash Yauger, now in his ninety-sixth year, locates the Methodist 

church building to have been near the spring which is the source of the home 

water supply of Marion and Polly Crank. In fact, the Old Town Spring was 

on the property of the Methodist Church. Mr. Wash recalls the house to have 

been near the water way which leads under Highway 108 to carry the run-off 

from the spring and branch. Furthermore, the highway itself, passes directly 

over the site of this early church building. 

The first minister to serve the !··1ethodist congregation of Rocky 

Comfort was Reverend Joseph Turrentine who came from Richmond Mission. I 

do not have names of the ministers who served·in succession, but'in 1881 

Reverend J. C. Rhodes was appointed to Richmond and Rocky Comfort. This 

gave these two churches one of the outstanding ministers of the Little Rock 

Conference for that period. Of course, when New Rocky Comfort (Foreman) 

was established, sounding the death knell for "Old Rocky," the t1ethodist 

Church was moved to the new town. This would have been near the year of 

1.900. 
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This is a copy of an aerial photograph made for 
Arkansas Cement Corporation by Tobin Research, Inc. 
of San Antonio, Texas. 

1. Methodist Church Property of Rocky Comfort Era. 
2. Marion Crank Home. 
J. Rocky Comfort Historical Marker. 
4. Holy Cross Cemetery. 

A. L. G. L. Arkansas - Louisiana Gas Line. 
M. P. L. - Magnolia Pipe Line. 
108 Arkansas State Highway 108. 
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2. SPREJI.D OF r~ETHODISr1 THROUGH THREE SEVIER COUNTY FAMILIES 

Sevier County's first f~ethodist Church \'!as established in Paraclifta. 

The time would have been in the 1830 ' s. Also in early Sevier County there was 

a community known as Gravelly Point with the 11ethodist meeting house known 

by the same name. Located about six miles southeast of Lockesburg, Gravelly 

Point's name derived from a considerable elevation of gravel rising noticeably 

above the surrounding area. Now, rather than a gravel knoll, the site exists 

as a gravel pit. 

Gravelly Point, Sevier County, was the home of three families whose 

descendants are well known in the Methodist Church, both as ministers and 

laymen. These families, the Turrentines, the Steels, and the Cannons, prior 

to the year 1936 had produced fifteen Methodist ministers. The first of 

the Turrentines, Archelaus, came to Sevier County around 1836. The head 

of the Steel family, Thomas George Tucker Steel, had transferred from the 

Tennessee Conference to Arkansas in 1843. He located in Sevier County in 

1845. Sevier County's first Cannon, Nahum, came in 1854. 

Archelaus Turrentine whom I have previously identified as an ances-

tor had, among others, two children who had a definite connection with early 

Methodism in Southwest Arkansas. These two were Phoebe Turrentine and 

George Smith Turrentine. 

Phoebe Turrentine became the wife of the early circuit rider 

T. G. T. (Tucker) Steel. On his first circuit in Arkansas, Brother Steel 

received ten dollars in money for his year's pay. Despite his meager wage 

he married Phoebe and continued his traveling ministry for a fe\'v years. 

Embarrassed by the difficulty of supporting a growing family on his minister's 

earnings he located, and as a planter, merchant, and lawyer lived in Para-

clifta and near Lockesburg, a highly respected citizen with his staunch 
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T. G. T. Steel 

Early Methodist rircuit Ride r 

Born De c. 2, 1016 

Died Jan. 3, 1889 

?hoebe Turrentine Steel 

Darn i'lar. 11, H325 

Died Oct. 25, 1910 
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support of the Methodist Church shifted from the pulpit to the pew. 

George Smith Turrentine, a son of Archelaus Turrentine (I), 

was a local preacher. His wife was Zerelda Bradshaw. Three of their 

11 

children were concerned in the development of ~1ethodism in Little River County 

and elsewhere in the state. Sons, George S. Turrentine and Archelaus Turren-

tine II, occupied the r~ethodist pulpits in Rocky Comfort and Foreman, respec-

tively. George S. (Shird) Turrentine was admitted to the Little Rock Con-

ference in 1889. His son, George Ruford Turrentine, was ordained and licensed 

to preach but decided to enter the field of education as a teacher, instead 

of the ministry. This G. R. Turrentine was the revered "t~r. T." of Arkansas 

Tech at Russellville. 

I am going to recount a little happening during the assignment of 

Brother Shird Turrentine to the Rocky Comfort Church. It wi 11 shO\'1 that 

there can be trouble between occupants of pulpit and pew. Living In Rocky 

Comfort was a highly respected family of the name of Schoolfield. One member 

of the family, Josephine, "Miss JO,II evidently had been a victim of polio 

in her childhood. Although unable to use her lower limbs, she was an 

accomplished musician. Her piano teacher was a blind man. In time the 

blind man and the crippled woman decided to become man and wife. They 

went to Brother Turrentine to exchange their marriage vows. The minister 

performed the ceremony with the couple sitting in their buggy. 1I~1iss Jots" 

family was very unhappy over the turn of events. Josephine's brother, 

Mr. Albert Schoolfield, de~fded to make an issue of the affair, with the 

minister. He encountered Brother Turrentine on a store front in Rocky 

Comfort. Buggy whip in hand he announced his intention to thrash Shird 

Turrentine for marrying the couple. He lashed at the minister who evaded 

the\,rhip. Quickly drawing and opening his pocket knife, the preacher 

lunged at Mr. Schoolfield. Totally unprepared for active resistance to 
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the intended lashing, Mr. Albert stumbled backward and fell off the store 

porch. Shird Turrentine pocketed his knife and went his way. As between 

the two. there was no further trouble. When questioned by his family about 

the happening, Uncle Shird replied that there was nothing in a Methodist 

preacher1s commitment that said he had to take a whip lashing for doing 

what his church and the law permitted him to do. 

The other George Smith - Zerelda Bradshaw Turrentine· son to be 

concerned with Foreman Methodism was Archelaus Turrentine II. This Arche-

12 

laus, grandson of the earliest Turrentine, was licensed to preach in the 

Little Rock Conference in 1879. He was stationed in Foreman in 1908. Later, 

with a large family to educate, he acquired a big house in Arkadelphia 

near the Henderson Brown College campus. With his wife and children located 

there, he continued his ministry wherever he was appointed. His seven 

daughters and two sons were educated in old Henderson Brown, a school of the 

Methodist Church. One of the sons, Dr. P. W. Turrentine, was head of the 

English Department of Henderson Brown College and its successor,Henderson 

State Teachers College, for many years. 

The third child of George Smith and Zerelda Turrentine to be 

closely connected with the development of Arkansas Methodism was Mary 

Frances Turrentine. John Cannon, born in 1839, a son of Nahum and Cynthia 

Wyatt Cannon of Gravelly Point, Sevier County. married Mary F. Turrentine 

in 1867, thus uniting two strong Methodist families. John and Mary F. Cannon 

had seven sons. The youngest was born after the death of the father on 

July 11,1879. 

The Cannon family of Northumberland, England, headed by John 

Cannon (the first) brought with them to America strong beliefs in the newly 
~ 

developing doctrines of Methodism in England. A survey of early names used 

by this family indicates to me that the Bible was an important guide in their 
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ARCHELAUS TURRENTINE II 

An early pastor of Foreman M. E. Church, South, 1908 - 190"9 " 
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lives. Here are some of the names evidently taken from the Bible to designate 

Cannon off-spring, many being used repeatedly: John, James, Jesse, Joel, 

Elijah, Zachariah, Naomi, Nahum, Noah, Naaman, Simeon, Asenath, Elkanah, 

Enoch, r·1ary, Matthew, Elisha, Joseph, I~artha, Gabriel, Luke, Erastus, 

Sarah, Ruth, and Thomas. Then there was the appropriate name, Asbury, 

pointing toward Methodism. 

I cannot carryon my discussion of these three families in a very 

orderly fashi on. So I nm</ must return to the T. G. T. Steel - Phoebe 

Turrentine Steel family of near Lockesburg. Two of their sons, William A. 

and Ed R. became Methodist ministers of distinction. William A. Steel 

was admitted to the Little Rock Conference in 1881. He was an effective and 

beloved pastor throughout the conference, serving faithfully for many years. 

Ed R. Steel was admitted to the Little Rock Conference in 1891, and trans-

ferred to the Arkansas Conference in 1898. He was the father of Dr. ~1arshall 

Steel, who for years was pastor of Highland Park t·1ethodist Church of Dallas, 

Texas. Later he served as Pres i dent of Hendri x College, Conway, Arkansas. 

Others of the Tucker Steel family served from the pews of M~thodist 

churches unless they were invited to occupy the pulpit on special occasions. 

When so invited they could preach with the very best of the ordained ministers. 

Judge James S. Steel, son of Tucker and Phoebe Steel, was one such. He could 

deliver a soul stirring sermon from his Judge's Bench to one accused, to a 

convicted felon, or to a trial jury, or from the pulpit to a congregation 

of consecrated C~ristians. 

I had the thrilling experience in my early teens of hearing 

Judge Jim Steel preach at the Sunday morning worship service of the Foreman 

Methodist Church. I do not recall the pastor who had issued the invitation. 

But the sermon the Judge delivered would have ranked with the best from the 

finest minister of the ~1ethodist Church. His dedication and dignity, the 
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effective delivery of his words, the unmistakable imprint of character, 

all combined to indicate him to be one of the great leaders of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South. After the service, when Judge Steel and my Father 

greeted each other as "Cousin Ed" and "Cousin Jim" I felt a great upsurge 

of respect and pride for these two men who had common ancestry in the early 

circuit rider, the first Archelaus Turrentine. 

: Nearer the present time, Judge Bobby Steel would have been a 

wonderful preacher had the ministry, rather than lav.,t, been his field. And 

thi s story comes out of Dr. r'1arsha 11 Steel's Hi gh 1 and i'a rk Church from many 

years ago. Dr. Steel's cousin of Nashville, Arkansas, George E. Steel, Sr. 

(Jetty) was visiting in Dallas and on Sunday morning accompanied Dr. Steel 

to his church where they met with the Men's Bible Class. Dr. Steel intro-

duced his lawyer cousin to the group. Their spokesman, in turn, invited 

the visitor to speak to them. It is typical of a Steel to have something 

to say if he is invited to speak. Accepting the invitation he proceeded 

to deliver a fine extemporaneous sermon to these leading -men -of 8ighland 

Park Church. When finished, his message was lauded highly. The head 

of the Bible Class then told Dr. Marshall Steel that Highland Park had the 

wrong Steel for its pastor. 

I am eager to get the Cannons into the pulpits and pews of Little 

River County but the years between the death of their father in 1879 and 

their moves to Rocky Comfort in 1896 and 1897 were the ones in which the 

seven sons of John and Hary F. Cannon became men. The oldest of these 

children was twelve when the father died at the age of thirty-nine. 

With great zeal the mother took upon herself the task of making 

men of her sons. Hhat a stupendous task it \lIas! But through prayer, she had 

help that assured the results for \l/hich she strove so faithfully. l3y the time 

of their move to Rocky Comfort her boys had become men; men who were physically 
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strong, who were mentally sound, and who were spiritually righteous. And 

Mary F. Cannon knew that the task to which she had dedicated her life's 

efforts had been accomplished. The hope and dream of her lifetime had been 

realized. She had trained and developed seven stalwart Christians who were 

"approved unto God." 

At the death of John Cannon, his widow and sons had a small 

hill farm (120 acres), a home, and a few head of livestock from which their 

living would have to come. The first year of operation for the mother and 

her boys on a small cultivated acreage resulted in the production of one 

bale of cotton and twenty-five bushels of corn. Indebtedness for store C 

furnishing was an account of twenty-five dollars o\'Jed to her cousin, Thad 

McCown, a merchant of Lockesburg. (This Thad McCown was the great grandfather 

cf Eric Bishop of Ashdown.) As soon as the cotton was sold Mary took the 

$25 to IICousin Thad" to settle her account. He tried to refuse payment but 

she would have no such settlement. She had promised to pay, and pay she 

would. So Thad McCown was forced to accept payment. Thaddeus McCown was 

one of the early stalwarts of Lockesburg Methodism. 

The 25 bushels of corn, handled so carefully and sparingly, 

must furnish their bread with a small amount for the livestock. Corn, 

carried to a grist mill and made into meal, was their bread source. 

Once a week, and that for Sunday breakfast, the luxury of flour bread was 

enjoyed. A great baking pan of biscuits was their Sunday treat. At times 

-the mother would fry a big stack of the thinly rolled biscuit dough. When 

dropped into hot fat the dough would puff up as it turned a golden brown. 

According to my father, who used to tell us about his mother cooking puffs 

for them, the boys called this version of flour bread of which they were 

so fond "Will Steels." Their mother's first cousin, vJi11 A. Steel, a 

brother of Judge Jim Steel, had gone to college, been licensed and or-
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dained to preach, and admitted to the Little Rock Conference. The boys 

loved and respected their Cousin \'Jill but they thought he VIas IIpuffed Up,1I 

proud of himself. As children, Vie of my family also liked this kind of 

fried bread. When mama cooked it for us, papa called it IIWill Steels. 1I 

The spiritual training of Mary Cannon's sons was pursued dili-

gently in her home. The family was called together every day for Bible 

reading and prayer. In this manner she kept in touch vlith God, her 

IISilent Partner. 1I Sunday School and preaching were attended. From her 

meager store regular contributions were made to all claims of the church. 

The ministers were welcomed to her humble home. 

From the beginning of her lone care of the boys she placed their 

feet in a path from which there was to be no deviation, no turning aside, 

no change of direction. Perhaps a physical analogy of this path would 

be that leading from their home to the little ~,1ethodist meeting house 

atop the gravel knoll of Gravelly Point. It was no great distance from 

the Cannon home to the meeting house. On Sunday or any day when church 

service was to be held she, equipped with her hymnal and Bible, and her 

boys in their clean but coarse garb set out for their house of worship. 

In the spring or summer season she sent the older boys ahead of her in 

the path v/hich they were to follow. Each, armed with a pine branch he 

could handle, flailed the grass and weeds that hung out over the path. 

Can you imagine the reason for such unusual activity? It was to knock 

the seed ticks off the vegetation so that IIr·1a ' s ll long full skirts would 

not collect these obnoxious little creatures as she walked along the path. 

Regardless of the strength of ones religious faith and the deep desire to 

worship, an infestation of seed ticks would present a near insurmountable 

diversionary activity in competition with worship. If you do not under-

stand what I am talking about, may you never know. 
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?erhaps the last truly great milestone in the life of r'1ary F. 

Cannon before leaving Sevier County in 1896 to make her home in Little 

River County was seeing three of her sons, George Nahum, James t1onroe, 

and John Le\'"is licensed to preach at the same Quarterly Conference in 

Ben Lomond t Arkansas, in 1893. These three \'Ji th younger Robert Henry 

added later comprised the group of four Cannon brothers to be ordained to 

the ministry of the Little Rock Conference of the f'1ethodist Episcopal 

Church, South. 

On December 18, 1896, George, James, and Arch Cannon and their 

mother left their old home place at Gravelly ?oint near Lockesburg in 

Sevier County and moved to Rocky Comfort, Little River County. They 

bought property and established a home. In the latter part of 1897 the 

other members of the family, Lewis, Ed (Thomas Edward), Robert, and 

Shird (J •. :S. ~'.) also moved to the same locality. 

All the brothers were single men when they settled in their 

new home near Rocky Comfort. Four of them soon found young women in 

Rocky Comfort with whom they wished to establish homes. The first to be 

married was Arch Cannon whose wife was Bertie Schoolfield. Ed Cannon 

was the second to marry, his wife being Fannie Jane Taaffe. The wives 
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of the third and fourth Cannon men to be married were both grand-daughters 

of Judge James S. Dollarhide, a pioneer Methodist of Sevier and Little 

River Counties. James M. Cannon married Bessie Clark, a daughter of 

Hattie Dollarhide Clark. Bessie Clark was a sister of Hearon Atkinson's 

mother, Jlf·1iss WillieJl Clark Atkinson. J. S. t·1. (Shird) Cannon married 

Edna Dollarhide, a daughter of D. S. (Uncle Simp) Dollarhide. 

The remaining three chose wives not of Rocky Comfort. John 

Lewis Cannon married Annie Turrentine of Center Point. George Nahum 

married Ruth Presson of Lockesburg, and Robert H. Cannon's wife was 
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Brenda Thornton, daughter of Colonel J. rL Thornton of Camden. Six of 

the urothers and their ivives made homes 1n Foreman for a time, t obert 

and hi s i'Ji fe Crenda Thornton, be; ng the ones \-Iho rli d not. 

. . _ - "" ~~-===:r-- .. ----- .--~_ -_. __ . 

J.~s . M. l{oJ!'r. H. 
J ;;o . L. 

TIlE 
CA.N NON C;1~()\'1' 

. . -_. - .-. _ .' .. - - -- --..,--,:--

'1'11 05 . E. 
CEO . !'\. 

riot pictured \'/ aS Archelaus (Arch) Cannon 

J. SHERD. 
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3. ~:.~LLACE CIIURCH M!D COi'E<UflITY ORIGINATE 

I come no\'/ to my home a rea, the \-Ja 11 ace commun ity. It \-/as quite 

commo!1, in the earlier period of establishing schools and churches through-

out rural areas, that individuals would donate small parcels of land on 

which to locate buildings usually designed to serve a dual purpose, both 

as a school and a church. I"jore often than otherVii se J the name by \-/hi ch the 

school or church, and very often the community, becalile known vias that of the 

dOilor. Such \;,Ias tile case I'iith the j'lethodi s t church of my ch il dhood. 

On the 15th of April, 1891, It}. ['1. Uallis and his vJife, Sallie 

? Hallis, executed a Uarranty Deed to C. Schuman, E. L. Sterling, and 

f.;obert ?axton, Directors of School District No.1 of Little River County, 

State of Arkansas, for the purpose of receiving a school and church site. 

It read, lito be used for school for white rupils only and a church site for 

white people only, and no graveyard is to be erected on said land either 

for white or colored people to he buried in or on, and whenever said tract 

or lot of land ceases to be used as a site for School or Church purposes 

for white people, the same is to revert to and revest in the grantors 

herein. II The grantors stipulated very clearly the conditions und(;r \·,hich 

the donation of land was to exist. The deed then describes the exact 

II1easurements of the parcel being granted to the school directors. The plot 

covered in tile descri pti on IJas tltJO acres, 1i10re or 1 ess. 

J\ building \'/aS erected viithout delay and soon short sessions of 

SCilOOl VJere being held for the children of tile cDnJnlUnity, and the i·lethodist 

Episcopal Church, South \'las using it as their meeting house. 

The dual purposQ, one room~d building and the community itself 

became knol'm as "I·iallace." Evidently it VJas not of v!idespread knoY/ledge 

that the name of the donors of the land voJas srelled "I~all is. II But that was 
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THE WALLACE SCHOOL - CHURCH HOUSE 

To serve a dual purpose, school and church, this first 

building to carry the name "Wallace" was being used as a 

school at the ti me this picture was made in the year 1898 . 

On Sunday it served as the Wallace Methodis t Church. 
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of little importance. For a number of years both school and church services 

were held in the building which was a frame structure, with outside walls 

of drop-siding, ceiled inside, planed floors, and plenty of windows and 

doors. In 1898 John Lewis Cannon was the teacher of the school for the 

summer session while on his vacation from Southwestern University at 

Georgetown, Texas. 

Many years later he was to be back at the same site, serving from 

the pulpit as a member of the Little Rock Conference and as the Presiding 

Elder of the Texarkana District. Finally after his superannuation (about 

1939) he made his home in Foreman, became an active member of the local 

~1ethodist Church and was happy to accept the invitation of the f'1ethodist 

people of the Wallace community to preach for them on Sunday afternoon 

since they no longer had a regular minister. 

In the early 1900·s the directors of School District No.1 

saw fit to acquire land and relocate the community school at a place more 

centrally located to accommodate the main body of the people. This site 

... ,as near the present day i·Jallace Baptist Church, whereas the Hallace 

f1ethodi st Church 1 ocati on was the present site of the home of ~ks. Lloyd 

Butler and the late Mr. Butler. 

Among the families attending the earliest Wallace Methodist 

Church were: John and Laney f~oore and chi 1 dren, f1a 1 i ssa Taaffe and older 

children, Caroline Belt, the Rucker Mauldin family, the Zach Mauldin family, 

Blanton and Fronie Lov/ery and older children, Isaac and Pearl Beard, 

George and Almeda Anderson and family, IIGrandpa II l1urphy and hi s ki n, the 

older daughters of Jim and Mary B. Taaffee (r~amie, Sadie, Eva) and many others 

with whose names I-·am not-.famlliar. Amon~ the ministers occupying the 

pulpit of this early church in its infancy were those by the name of Harrell, 

Bradford, Benson, and Rushing along with others. 
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Artie and Viola Moore, daughters of John and 

Laney Moore were members of the Wallace Methodist 

Church in the late 1890·s. 
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4. REV. ~l. VJ. NELSON AND THE W\LLACE CHURCH 

The year 1907 came. The minister assigned to the Foreman charge 

of which ~Jallace had become a part was Reverend H. W. Nel son. Seeing the 

need for improvement and repair of the wallace meeting house, he began an 

intensive campaign to raise funds for such a project. Money was scarce, 

especially for the church. 

Brother Nelson prepared a request for assistance which he circu-

lated among the business people of Foreman. As I fear the original copy 

of this request might not be legible from a copying machine. I am going 

to copy it in so far as I can decipher. The request ran thus: 

"There is now being built at Wallace a Methodist Church 
worth when it is finished at least $500 and as all 
the people in that community do their trading in 
Foreman we make this appeal to all merchants of the 
town and friends to assist in this worthy cause. 
to be paid to W. J. Mauldin. II 

The response to Brother Nelson's request follows: 

Frank Horner. 
Bridewell and Atkinson 
W. T. Young 
J. W. Hopson 
N. A. LaGrone 
G. T. Lollar 
? Briggs 
H. M. I~c Iver 
H. M. Schoolfield 
Foreman Mere. Co. 
? Williams 
J. E. Martin & Co. 
W. M. Ga 1 1 a her 
S. Ran ier 
Thos. Dollarhide 
J. B. Cl if ton 
W. E. Gray & Co. 
Cash (totaling) 
S. B. Schoolfield 
D. S. Dollarhide 
N. A. Geurge 
( III eg i b 1 e ) 

pel 

pd 
Na il s 
Nails 
pd 
pel 
pd 
pd 
Na il s 
pel 
pd 
pd 
pd 
(lumber) 
pd 
na il s 
pd 
pel 
pel 
pd 
pd 

50¢ 
40# nails 
50¢ 

1.00 
1.00 

25¢ 
10¢ 

1.00 
50¢ 

2.00 
25¢ 
50¢ 
50¢ 
50¢ 

2.50 
2.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 

50¢ 
5.00 
1.00 
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Aside from the nails and the lumber this appeal seems to have 
netted $15.10. 

One of the money making projects was a picnic. The suppl ies pur-
chased for this outing are shown on this copy of the original 1 ist. I gather, 
after studying this record of Brother Nelson's, that the picnic must have 
brought in $118.38 paying various bills \'tith $52.13 as net for bank deposit. 
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Only one other source ranained for funds to make the repairs. 

That \'las contribut ions from the men of the church and others who might jo in 

in. A subscription sheet was circulated with amounts opposite the names. 

The results as shown do not indicate too good a response within the church ~ 

__ -""" __ • • • • _ •••• _,,_.,,~_ • •• ~. _ •• , .... ......... \ Y- ... . . ~ ..... .. _' ' _ . .. ... _ .. . . . .-.---
) 

S uo . 
. ".-- . 

2 o!.Y 
___ .~_o . __ _ _ .. '- - "-r--- '-' ___ . __ 0 · 
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The lumber was purchased from Arden Lumber Company. I am showing 

the statement of that account so that you may compare lumber prices of 

seventy-six years ago with present prices. Did you know that Arden, Arkansas 

once had a big sawmill and lumber business? 

---_._--_._-----,--.-.-------

Arden Lumber ~ompany~ 

Oak and Yellow Pine Lumber, 

Our On'., N •.. ______ . . __ ..... ___ _ . , Arden. Arkan.aa •.. IlaT@ .. ~O', __ l'.O'l.,-------
Your Or4er N ...... __ : .••.... __ . Soh. T •. _ .••. '. __ 1818Q.,.--- . __ . _ . __ . _____ . ____________ _ : ________ . 

Car He .. _ ........••. • • . . . .•.• .J'orellllJl. __ Ark •.. ___________________ . _ .... 

Car InUI.I __ 5hlp~ To._ .. ______ _ ._. _. __ . _____ • ___________________ ._. _______ . _____ .... 

An CI.a ... M".,)I.e MM. WUhln , My •• ft., ,.o.t •• of 8h~nt. 41. ___________ ._. ___________ , _______ . ___________ · __ 

M&CK. I lUX. ! LJ:HUTK FEn PklCa ... MOUH'T 

---11':-/~4 1---I·-'l-rir-O-P-S-1-Q-.-

.. ....... .. Cd11l1B 

1xl2 I Ii szs 

8 : lx6 Ill! 

I rqTA.L nft I 
• 

2150 
684 

no 

20.00 .f.3.00 
18.00 10.51 
18.00 7.S! 

45 .. 

I 

14 

11! 

.. .. 46 

.. . 315 

.. .. 48 ~411 16.00 -" 6.57 ... 
'. '- S3.DO 

100.40 
,#1 Flo6r1118 .. 1650 -

~ 

Paid bt oheoe W,oo 
117 Mauldb .ubao~ :;pUO. ".00 

137 couip~;y' ~ ~ }," . .40 100.40 

-,;, ~ . .A..p ....L.t. 1 /d - :' . 
rv V" _ t:t .... I"'" (.;0 

-& ~~,~ I f .g../,-<~ 
:: " ~ 

". I 
~ . 

PLJ;.AIIJt aETVIUt nEJGIIT .JL,U .aOMPTLY • 
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The carpentry for the repairs \vas done by J. L. Barnett. His 

wage amounted to an even one hundred dollars. In examining old 1907 bank 

statements of the Wallace Methodist Church, I find that Mr. Barnett was paid 

at two weeks intervals. His carpentry wage seems to average out at about 

$21.25 per week. 

Two years after his work on the church, Mr. Barnett with my 

father as helper began building us a new house, the one Joseph and I 

now live in. It was new seventy-four years ago. Meaning no disparagement 

against the building ability of head carpenter Barnett,; or' helper Ed Cannon 

there never seemed to be a square corner in the house. But it gave my parents 

plenty of space in which to entertain !1ethodist preachers as their guests 

and to rear a sizeable family of children. 

Through Apri 1 and into 11ay of 1907 Reverend H. W. Nelson was 

attending some kind of school for ministers in Chicago, Illinois. His stay 

must have been of about six weeks duration. I am going to quote part of a 

letter written by him on April 8, 1907 to a member of his congregation. 

"I am simply delighted here. I believe vJith all my heart that 
this is the greatest school on the face of God's earth. Bro., 
it is simply wonderful what they are doing here. There are about 
500 students here now from allover the world. This whole 
city loves and honors this institution and the boys. We go out--
a certain number every night -- to jails, hospitals, missions, 
rooms right down in the worst part of the city. (Note carefully 
the next sentence to see what a queer combination of depravity 
Brother Nelson makes.) Lewd women are converted, old grey 
head drunkards, Catholics, all classes and kinds of people." 

~1j grandfather, Joe Taaffe, had an orchard of fine peaches in the 

sUlTVi1er of 1907. At his invitation to come and can peaches, I3rother Nelson 

and his wife came in their buggy and spent several days. Papa Taaffe and the 

preacher gathered the peaches (super quality Elbertas). Brother Nelson 

helped with peel ing the fruit and getting it ready for canning. l1ama Taaffe 

and Mrs. Nelson handled the final sequence. Papa Taaffe furnished the jars 
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Joe Taaffe and Malissa Taaffe 

It was in their home that Rev. W. W. Nelson 

and his wife visited for a few days in the 

summer of 1907 and canned peaches. Malissa 

Taaffe was a Methodist. Joe was not. 
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and sugar. The result was that the Nelsons returned to the parsonage in 

Foreman with a buggy load of peaches in jars. 

30 

Ed and Fannie Cannon were very happy that Brother Nelson pushed 

the work of repairing the church. Now they had a suitable house in which 

to worship with their children. There was one other event of the year 1907 

which brought them happiness. A fourth member was added to their family 

on October eleventh. 

They gave her the name Hary Zerelda for her grandmother Mary Cannon 

and her great grandmother Zerelda Turrentine. Then her father evidently 

put together the first part of each name and called her Mazie. If all 

should go well with this new Cannon and her mother, within a few weeks there 

would be an additional member in the Cannon pew at the Wallace Hethodist 

Church. And most likely before Christmas there would be a family christening, 

except my parents said, "have the baby baptized. II And if all went well 

with the child's mental development she should begin storing facts in her 

mind by the time she was five or six years old that might stay with 

her for the next seventy years. 
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George Bell and Della Beck Bell were members of the 

Wallace Methodist congregation in the very early 1900's. 
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5. THE HALLACE CHURCH ~JITH REV. LUTHER BEASLEY 

What I have to recount from the year 1913 and thereafter about my 

childhood church connection will be largely of my recall. What I have for-

gotten will just have to be lost. There is no one to recall it for me. 

The Methodist ministers to fill in the gap until 1913 included Archelaus 

Turrentine II in 1908 followed by H. W. Mills, Ben Few, and Edgar Seay. 

The first minister of whom I have definite and clear recol-

lection was Reverend Luther Beasley. He was our pastor at Wallace f·1ethodist 

Church in 1913. He was a young man and a fine preacher. ~Je liked him very 

much. As with all the other pastors who served our church he was a fre-

quent and welcomed visitor in our home. 

During the tenure of Brother Beasley as our pastor at Wallace 

there transpired a happening in the church which was completely shocking 

at the time. In the years since, seventy of them, the shock long since has 

turned to amusement as we keep the story alive by repeating it to younger 

members of our family. I am going to recount it to you as it fits in 

with my title. In this case he, in the pulpit, had to straighten out his 

occupants of the pews. Because of the uniqueness of this affair, I shall 

present it under a special heading. I doubt a similar one to have existed 

in the history of r4ethodist churches. 

Bro. Beasley's Goose Episode 

During the period of 1911-1912-1913 many of the families of the 

Iva 11 ace communi ty kept geese. A fe .... ' of these bi rds ; n a cotton patch \tlere 

equivalent to a good hoe hand. In addition, their feathers were plucked 

or "picked" twice a year, usually, for making beds, pillows, cushions and 
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the 1 ike. 

Mrs. Mal issa Taaffe. wishing tO I improve her strain of geese. 

rurchased a nice starting stock of the heavy French breed ,"Toulouse." 

With her flock faring well and eggs promised to many neighbor women so they 

could get a sta~t of toulouse, her geese failed one evening to show 
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up at the usual feeding time. A night and day passed with no geese reporting 

in. Knowing the habits and nature of her fowls, Mama Taaffe started out 

to find her geese. She knew that if they were penned up anywhere near 

she \'.OOld be able to hear their sq..ta\'Iking. 

Now there lived a "neighbor" about a mile away, a certain Mrs. X, 

who was hard for the other women of the neighborhood to get along with for 

various and sundry reasons. As Malissa Taaffe approached the heme of 

Mrs. X she heard a great medley of goose voices emanating from the barnyard 

of Mrs. X. Mrs. Taaffe knew she had located her geese. vlhen she approached 

them, they looked quite different than the,jr appearance tWJ days earlier when 

they 1 eft home. Each had a dau b of red pa int atop its head, and each had 

the feathers of one wing clipped. When asked to release the birds, 

Mrs. X refused saying they were hers. Mama Taaffe opened the gate and with 

a ru sh and a clatter the geese broke fOl'" freedom. They fo 11 owed their 

OW1er home. 

The following Sunday Brother Beasley held his regular afternoon 

service at the Wallace Methodist Crurch. Mrs. X occupied a preminent bench. 

At the close of the sermon Mrs. X rose in her place and announced to the 

pastor and assemblage that she had a complaint to make against a member. 

Brother Beasley granted her the floor. Then the audience was dumbfounded. 

Mrs. X wi shed to bring charges aga inst r·~rs. Taaffe and have her name renoved 

from the . church membership roll for steal ing her geese. 

r·lt 'so ' happened 'that· Grandmother Taaffe was'not present at the 
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service. As evidence of the theft, Mrs. X reported that Mrs. Taaffe had 
cane to her hone, opened her gate, and taken her geese away, not allowing 
them to return to,her barnyard. As proof of her oymership of the geese 
she cited the fact that everyone of them had red paint on its head placed 
there by her for ident ificat ion p.Jrposes, and each had a wing cl ipped to 
prevent it fran flying away fran its home enclo9Jre. Having presented her 
case she sat :down. 

For a manent Brother Beasley appeared at a loss for words as 
a murmur of disapproval seemed to spread over the congregation. The pastor 
had to make a reply to the charge. He suggested that Mrs. X permit him 
time to see Mrs. Taaffe in the hope of resolving the issue without a crurch 
trial. I never learned what passed between the preacher and the aCOJsed 
on his interview with her. Nor did I ever hear \-/hat transpired between 
him and Mrs. X. But the Hallace Methodist congregation was spared a crurch 
trial. Mrs. X made no further claim to the geese, and in due time a number 
of the cO'nnunity's wanen had trulru se gosl ings in their yards paddl ing 
in the water while their foster mothers (chicken hens) protested their 
actions. 

(End of Goose Episode) 
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6. \~ALLACE METHODISM WITH REV. R. G. ROWLAND 

Following Brother Beasley our minister was Reverend R. G. Rowland. 

I recall the Rowlands quite well. Mrs. Rowland was a frail and lovely woman. 

Bro. Rowland was a devout and effective pastor and a diligent worker. The 

daughter, Bessie, near the age of my older sisters was a sweet, kind girl. 

There were Rowland sons of an earlier marriage but I did not have occasion 

to know them except by name. 

When Brother Rowland came to Foreman, with a second church at 

Wallace to serve, he was handicapped by the lack of transportation. Through 

some sort of transaction a black man, Will White, farming near my father 

had become indebted to him. Being unable to pay in money he had asked 

"Mr. Ed" to take his two near used-up work ponies for the debt. Papa 

took the ponies with no idea what to do with them except give them something 

to eat. Becoming aware of the preacher's problem, he offered Bro. Rowland his 

choice of the ponies if he thought he could use one. Bro. Rowland made 

his selection; papa took him some hay and corn and with care and feed the 

animal's bones began to be hidden by flesh. In a short while the pony was 

stepping out with the preacher's buggy in a quite lively manner. 

Brother Rowland's first year became a very important one for me. 

A new school building had been erected in Foreman except that the school 

was R. C. H. S., Rocky Comfort High School, when it opened in October, 1914. 

I started on my formal education that year, nearly seven years old and quite 

able to walk the three miles to school. Before the year was out, Brother Row-

land in one of his church services at Wallace "opened the doors of the 

church. 1I Why not? J I reasoned. Since I was old enough to go to schooLI must 

be old enough to join the church. So I rose from my place by my mother 

and marched over to accept the preacher's invitation to give my life to God 

Not for Public Release. Provided by Kathy Cannon, June 2019 via http://delonycannon.weebly.com/stories/



and become a member of the r1ethodist Church. Seeing my movement, my 

father met me from the opposite side of the church. I could see pride 

and approval in his eyes. He sat on the front bench of the middle tier 

and took me on his lap. As I repeated the vows I had such a sure feeling 

that I was becoming a member of the greatest organization on earth. I 

still have very much that same feeling. 
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One of the stand-out events in my childhood memory of the years 

connected with our attendance at the Wallace church was the "protracted meet-

ings. 1I Brother Rowland enjoyed working in them. It was an annual affair 

of the summer, usually planned for a week, but often prolonged for two. 

The local pastor would invite a visiting minister to handle the sermons 

for the series of services. The plan consistently followed was a morning 

service throughout the period at eleven o'clock, due to terminate by mid-

day. The daily evening service usually began at seven o'clock. The morning 

services as a rule were not as well attended as those of the evening. Such 

was understandable since many of the mothers had to use that part of the day 

in their homes in order to be able to have things in readiness to attend 

church at night. 

Most of the men of the church were farmers. But the revival 

services usually were not scheduled until most of the farming was "laid by," 

the slack period. Such was not true with Brother Cannon. My father farmed 

all his life (died in a freshly plowed furrow with the plow lines over his 

shoulder) but he never laid by. There was a1\-/ays some summer plowing that 

needed to be done. Before daylight papa would have had his breakfast. As 

he ate, mama would fix his lunch. He would have fed his mules by lantern light 

as mama fired-up the wood cook-stove to prepare breakfast. By the show of 

the first streaks of dawn, Ed Cannon was in his wagon and headed south the 

two miles to his farm on Halnut Bayou. We could hear him singing as he 
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went his \'.By. 

He would be carrying a little rundle in which 'fJaS a fresh shirt and 

his l13Jnday shoes. II Horking steadily at his plowing until about ten o'clock, 

which he gauged by the sun, he \fJQuld place his mules in the shade. give then 

their noon feed, rurriedly change to the fresh shirt, don his 1 ighter shoes, 

and set off a-foot for the eleven o'clock service at Hallace, eating his 

lunch as he walked. The two mile hike was a simple thing for him. He was 

tall, moved briskly, and his long stride got him lito the crurch on time. II 

Spiritu ally refreshed fran hi s worshi p and physically rested by the hou r in 

the crurch, he returned to hi s plowing gett ing in a few more hours of w:>rk 

before returning home. 

Mother, with the help of the children, wou 1d have all the work done 

when papa got hane. The CO\1/S woo ld have been milked, the hogs and chickens 

fed, wood brrught in for the breakfast cooking, feed placed in the trough 

for the mules, and 9Jpper on the table for the family. The church clothes 

wruld be ·laid rut for everybody. Following such a fast-paced day mama was 

likely to say, liEd, don't yru think yoo are sort of overdoing it?1I fut 

his love of the Methodist Crurch and a desire to worship God were too deeply 

ingrained in his life for him to do otherwise. 

Hith supper eaten, dishes \flashed, personal cleaning up done, 

crurch clothes p.Jt on~ the _girls' hair freshly combed with hair~ribbon$ , 

attached, the big boy taking care of himself, and mama and the big girls 

taking care of the little boy and the baby (by 1913 there were six of us, 

three boys and three girls), we soon were ready to go to church. 

With perhaps two hrurs to roll, drink fresh water, eat, and rest 

the mules were harnessed again, hitched to the wagon, and our transportation 

was ready. There was never any indication that the two faithful, gentle w:>rk 

mules objected to doing druble service for us. They worked for our temporal 
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We o\'Jed a lot to old Job and Jerry. 
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The crurch was abwt one mile fran our home and we traveled rna inly 

over a one \\6y dirt road along a country lane. Mama had a heavy hand pieced 

canforter qJilt which was knoW1 thrrughout my childhood as the "pallet qJilt. 1I 

It was placed in the rear of the wagon bed with variw s cushions. That arrange-

ment was for the return trip. He had only one spring-seat in the wagon. 

With father, mother, Joseph, and Baby Robert in the spring-sea~ and George, 

Delia, ~alissa, and me on a board across the wagon bed we 'Set out to church. 

Arrived at the meeting house papa would drive his team up a~·ongside 

the window inside which was located the pe\'/ (bench) accepted as that of 

"Miss Fannie ll and her children. Dropping the breast-yoke and unhooking the 

traces he led the team aside and tied it to a tree. If the weather were too 

miserably hot, mama might sit in the wagon \-lith the two youngest children. 

She would be directly across from the pulpit and able to hear and see the 

mini ster. If I chose to stay in the \'Jagon the older three wou ld be ju st 

inside the window. 

In the seating arrangement, a strange custom prevailed. The women 

and children sat on one side of the hou se and the men sat on the other. Un-

less it \\6S a young couple they seldom sat together. The women with small 

children often spread a qJilt on the floor so their little ones could lie down. 

Do yw relate to a palmetto fan? The main way of trying to keep 

coolon those late Ju ly or hlgu st nights was through use of this type of fan. 

Of course sane of the ladies had the more elegant folding fans. The source 

of light was kerosene wall lamps with bright reflectors behind the globes. 

Directly above the pulpit was a hanging kerosene lamp. There were no screens 

on the \'/indows and flying bugs in great numbers were attracted to the 1 ;ghts. 

Some of the biggest beetles I ever sa\,1 made their way to the night services 
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of these protracted meetings. If one dropped on the preacher's collar, he 

calmly flicked it off and continued his exhortation to the listeners. 

Some \'londerful sermons were de 1 i vered to the rural peop 1 e in 

these revivals. From miles around they came, not just Methodists but of all 

the religious affiliations there about. It was a great thing for the com-

munity, this extended period of worship. There \'Jas some great singing. 

There were testimonial meetings when people shared their religious experiences. 

Of course, those times when the minister "opened the doors of the church" for 

them who desired to dedicate their lives to God bj way of the Methodist Church 

were perhaps the most stirring times emotionally. It cannot be questioned but 

that there was a strong tie between one~s emotions and the dedication.ofhis 

life to serving God. Such a tie was strong in early Methodism. 

Did you ever hear of "Shouting r"'lethodists'!? If your background 

is deeplj rooted in the t'iethodist Chi,rch J'ou have heard of them. Did JOU 

ever see "Shouting f·1ethodism" in action? "Shouting" was just as much a 

part of pioneer Methodism as was fried chicken in the circuit rider's diet. 

In referring to religious shouting I am not talking about something loud, rau-

cous, or undignified. The word shouting, itself, doesn't quite fit in with. 

the exhibition in mj childhood of this emotional display. It vias stirring 

and beautiful, perhaps because mj father and my Grandmother Cannon were 

involved. 

Under the stirring persuasion of a dedicated minister that his 

listeners give their lives to God, it seemed that some of them \'{ho already 

felt such closeness could not contain their feelings. At that point in the 

revival, when I was seven or eight jears old, Ed Cannon became a "Shouting 

Methodist". Rising to his feet, softly clapping his hands, he launthed into 

song. Others joined in, on his song or some other. Soon, most of the dedicated 

adults were moving among the congregation, shaking hands, urging their 
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acquaintances, friends, even family members to come to Christ. 

My father, as I recall, spontaneously began "I Am Bound for the 

Promised Land." The words which he sang went like this: 

"On Jordan's stormy banks I stand 
And cast a wishful eye 
To Canaan'-s fai r ·arid : ·na·ppy l·and 
Where my possessions lie. 

I am bound for the · Promised Land, 
I am bound for the Promised Land. 
Oh, who will come and go with me? 
I am bound for the Promised Land." 

In the simple religious interpretation of that song, the con-
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notation of the River Jordan and the Land of Canaan were of a barrier which 

when crossed would place the traveler in that "Heavenly Land" promised to the 

faithful. What a far cry such connotation to my father of these two places 

was from the reality of polictical expediency today where v/ar is a way ciflife. 

Presently, more fitting would be the words: 

On Jordan's war torn banks they stand 
And cast a baleful eye, e 
Toward Canaan's poor beleagured land, 
Where further conquests lie. 

Although a little girl, as I saw my father move slowly along the 

aisles, shaking hands and singing, "Oh, who will come and go with me? I am 

bound for the Promised Land" I had to believe that such was true. He was , 
bound for the Promised Land. And when he came by to embrace his family, my 

childhood feeling was that his family would go with him. 

With the stirring events of a great Methodist service concluded, 

it ·was time to go home. Our parents saw that all were in the wagon where most 

of us collapsed on the quilt for such a contingency. We were asleep 

by the time the team was hitched to the wagon. The grind of the wheels on the 

rocks awakened us and we discussed the stars. I wondered how papa managed 

to keep his mules in the road since it was dark. He explained to me that he 
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only held the lines, the mules knel'l the "lay and vlOuld take us home. In 

my childish simplicity I thought I had found a connection herewith ~Jhat the 

preacher was trying to tell us. According to him, the Bible pointed the way. 

So if I showed as much sense as Job and Jerry and followed the way I would 

go home. 
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7. ALL-DAY SERVICE ~JITH DINNER Of'l THE GROUND 

In connection with Sunday School and the worship service at our 

country church an annual practice was the addition of a special singing 

service for the afternoon. The total of the activities filled the entire 

Sunday with the famous "dinner on the ground II included at noontime. The 

entire community was drawn into this great occasion. The grounds would have 

been well cleared of trash for it was in the shade of the big old trees 

that the white tablecloths would be spread, and tremendous amounts of food 

distributed thereon. 

Most of the women in attendance brought ample amounts of food, 

plenty for their own family and some to share with others. It 'lIas viell that 

there was an over supply because the only blot on the occasion would be the 

very feYI who brought empty boxes but carri ed a'l,ay well fi 11 ed ones. 

Looking back on the all day service with dinner on the ground I 

find it hard to believe that mother, with our help, prepared and carried 

to the ~Jallace church as much food as she did. At my very earliest memory 

there was among our family possessions a small metal trunk with a tray and 

a curved top. It was in this trunk that the food for the dinner on the 

ground was packed for transportation in the wagon. 

I do not think I would be exaggerating to say there was near 

half a bushel of fried chicken, three big fryers would about make it. There 

would be a whole baked ham. I'm not talking about picnic or small pig 

hams. I refer to a hog-ham, cured in our own smokehouse. Potato salad was 

a popular number with a big platter of stuffed eggs. There would be a jar of 

deliciously crisp sweet cucumber pickles. The aroma of those loaves of 

home cooked bread made with "starter" yeast literally made the mouth water. 

To us, one of mama's best cakes was a white layer job with thick 
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white icing and a generous sprinkling of shredded cocoanut. Knowing how 

much we like it, she expected others to do the same. Such turned out 

43 

to be the case since none ever remained to be carried back home. The tray 

of the trunk held the pies. "Half-moon" dried fruit pies were a well 

received item and one for which we had our home processed filling, dried 

peaches and apples. The plate pies had to be those that would be easy 

for us to handle, no meringues - too messy. So it would be egg custard 

pie, sweet potato pie, and cushaw pie. I hope you are acquainted with 

cushaws. 

With generous amounts furnished by so many families there was 

plenty of food for everybody. The behavior of those attending such affairs 

was always exemplary with no boisterous or rough talk. Children were well 

behaved and waited for the ladies to hand them whatever they wanted. Truly 

it was a time of great fellowship. 

While the women and girls removed the remnants of food and cleared 

the ground, the men returned to the church to begin their singing, joined 

shortly by the women and children. For the church worship service the 

t1ethodist Hymnal was used UL:t for the "singin9s" "there were soecial song books 

individually owned and designed to accommodate various parts singing. The 

song leader during most of my period of recall was Mr. Henry Miller. He 

was good. My first time to see a tuning fork used was when Mr. f1iller used 

hi s to get the tune pitched ri ght. There were some fi ne parts sil]gers in 

the group. The very most outstanding one was t1r. Ernest Mauldin who could 

handle the bass in a manner superior to any other. I always liked it when 

they chose to sing "The Church in the Wildwood." When Mr. Mauldin hit 

his deep, deep, bass on, "Oh, Come, come come, to the church in the Wildwood", 

I thought it was wonderful. There were some fi ne alto voices among the 

young ladies, Flora Cartwright and Freddie Bell among the best. There were 
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good tenors but in the main there were just singing voices of men, women 

and chil dren doing something that made them happy. It was a great day for 
i 

the minister to see the cooperation and fellowship of the people of many 
! 

religious groups in making so fine an occasion. 
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8. QUARTERLY CONFERENCE - REV. J. L. CANNON. PRESIDING ELDER 

It was the practice during the time when the Wallace Methodist 

Church was a part of the Foreman Circuit to have one of the Quarterly 

Conferences at Wallace. Usually, it was the last one of the year. At one 

such time the Wallace church was acting as host to the Conference with the 

stewards of the Foreman church in attendance. The Presiding Elder of the 

Texarkana District holding the Conference was J. L. Cannon who lived in 

Texarkana. Following the afternoon conference session Brother Cannon was 

to preach at the evening service. 

As was to be expected, there was good attendance at the service. 

Most of the people who were native to the area knew J. L. Cannon from earlier 

days, some having gone to sahool to him in the closing years of the 1800's. 

A good representation came from the Foreman church. There was no question 

but that Brother Cannon would have a fine gospel message. We always en-

joyed Uncle Lewis" sermons, even his conversation in our home, because he 

had such a wealth of background experience to lighten the serious moments 

of his discourse. In other words he had quite appropriate stories to toss 

into his sermons. I liked this one. 

Brother Cannon was present at a testimonial meeting in his early 

ministry. An old fellow was testifying concerning his conversion. He 

had been struggling within himself for days. There was an inner compulsion 

that he give his life to God. Finally, the inner turmoil became more than 

he could withstand. He was working in his field at the time he decided to 

have a shO\oJdown with the Lord. He kne 1t by a peach tree and graspi ng the 

tree with both hands he "rasseled" with the Lord. He prayed and he prayed, 

and he "biled" and he "biled~J and the Lord skimmed him off. Things were 

not right. Again he prayed and he prayed and he "biled" and he Ibi1ed"; 
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and the Lord skimmed him off. Once more he prayed and he "biled" and he 

"bi1ed. 1I And once more the Lord skimmed him off, "Unti 1, brethren, I thought 

I was going to turn to 'skimmins'." At that point Uncle Lewis threw back 

his head with a great outburst of laughter and the story was over. 

You will not be able to appreciate this story unless you have 

a knowledge of the old sorghum mill where molasses was made. With the cane 

juice in the boiling pan and a fire in the furnace underneath, the juice 

was boiled and boiled and the dross was skimmed off. The partially cooked 

syrup was passed into a second vat where the boiling continued and the 

skimming of foam was repeated. Into a third vat the more nearly finished 

product passed where the boiling and skimming continued until a syrup of 

the desired consistency was reached. And sure enough, if the raw product 

were inferior cane, most of the juice had turned to IIskimmins" \'lhen the 

"bilin" was finished. 

On the occasion of his sermon following the Quarterly Conference, 

Reverend J. L. Cannon created a terrific doctrinal clash in Wallace. To-

ward the end of his sermon he had worked into the topic of Baptism and 

its meaning in the life of the Christian. He stated that for physical baptism 

different people required varying amounts of water. But he struck a dis-

puted point when he declared, "For some people it takes a barrel full of 

water. It took a thimbleful for me and I got it when I \oJas a baby. II Such 

a statement for him to make before the Baptists and Christians in his audience! 

(I refer to the members of the Christian' Chur"ch, calledcamtellites at that 

time and place.) 

After the service Mr. Ab Scott, a stern Baptist and a long time 

acquaintance, told Bro. Cannon how much he enjoyed his sermon but that he 

disagreed with him on some points. Patting him on the shoulder, Lewis 

Cannon told him that was just fine, that men were not meant to agree. Since 
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leaders and those of the Christian Church found points on which to differ 
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as a result of Rev. Cannon's sermon. 

tween the two on points of doctrine. 

So a tremendous debate was arranged be-

A well known Baptist minister of 

Texarkana, Dr. D. N. Jackson, represented his denomination while an Elder 

Harris "carried the ball" for the Christians. Oh, it was such an enter-

taining affair. The people could scarcely talk of anything else. The 

use of the t~ethodist meeting house was permitted for some of the sessions 

since the Christian congregation had no building. I suppose the exercise 

in polemics may have been good for the community. At least for the time 

being it aroused great denominational zeal. 
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9. THE WALLACE CONGREGATIONS 

There were many consecrated Methodist families who attended 

Sunday School and church at Wallace. Through all the years of my attendance, 

Ed Cannon was superintendent of the Sunday School. Others of the dedicated 

men and women were faithful teachers. ~lany wh:J ~ttended regularly were not 

of the Methodist faith. They came because there was no service at their 

church or perhaps no church. They came because they desired to worship wher-

ever the opportunity offered. I am going to name some of those who occupied 

the pews of the Wallace church during the period of my childhood attendance. 

Not many of them remain. Few will be remembered by those who read my list. 

But memory of them is very clear to me. 

Blanton Lowery 
Froni e LO\"ery 
Wi 11 Lowery 
Josie Lowery 
Arthur t·1auldin 
Ab r~aul di n 
Lucy Mauldin 
11ary Maul di n Stuart 
Catherine Clevenger 
Jeff Cartwright 
Laura Cartwright 
Nellie Cartwright 
Flora Cartwright 
Buck Cartwright 
Frank Mi 11 er 
Mrs. Frank Miller 
Henry l1i 11 er 
Florence t1i 11 er 
Martha Mi 11 er 
Riley Mi 11 er 
Kenneth · r~i 11 er 
John Mi 11er 
Ashland Richardson 
Vicie Richardson 
Jesse Richardson 
Willie Richardson 
David Richardson 
Martin Priest 
Gus Priest 
Maud Priest 

Owen Lowery 
Lummie Lowery 
Rob Lowery 
John Lowery 
Bob Priest 
Jessie Priest 
Ab Stuart 
Lena Stuart 
Henry Coleman 
Monroe Coleman 
Ell en Coleman 
Walter Thomas 
Tina Thomas 
Caroline Belt 
Malissa Taaffe 
Ed Cannon 
Fannie Cannon 
George E. Cannon 
Delia Cannon 
I~alissa Cannon 
Joseph Cannon 
Robert Cannon 
Ha 11 i e ~'Ihi te 
Phene White 
Clara Dell White 
Carson Fawcett 
Daisy Fawcett 
Claud Day 
Sall ie Day 
D. Gray 

Everett Lowery 
Forest Lowery 
Ernest Mauldin 
Lummie Mauldin 
Mrs. D. Gray 
Roy ~ld1ahon 
Mrs. Roy t1c1~ahon 
Hubert Gray 
Haze 1 Gray ~lurphy 
Edd Murphy 
Joe Sellers 
Ida I~ay Sellers 
Arthur Bell 
Pharo Bell 
Freddie Bell 
Tom Fowler 
Fay Humphrey 
Wi 11 Ca 1 i eott 
Fred Calieott 
Charlie Thomas 
Stell Thomas 
Wiley Lewis 
Maybud Lewis 
Willie Butler 
Dora Butler 
Ras Murphy 
Florence Murphy 
Will Hampton 
Ivy Johnson 
Otis Johnson 
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Nora Mason 
Lou Humphrey 
l~i 11 Humphrey 
Pearl Mason 
Tommie Walker 
Henry Shelton 
Annis Shelton 

IIAunt Helen ll McCandless 
IIUncle Sill Clark 
IIGrandma ll Ida Hhite 
Ethel I~auldin 
Luther Mauldin 
Ras Priest 
Fines Fox 
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I think the oldest person whom I remember to have attended church 

at Wallace was IIGrandpa ll Cleghorn. He didn't come regularly because ef the 

distance but he was such a dedicated man. He was the father of Mrs. Ella 

Patton, grandfather of Mrs. Hallie Anderson, and great grandfather of 

Edna Louise Reid. Any time Brother Cleghorn was in a pew there Has a 

stand-in for the preacher should he become incapacitated in the pulpit. 

I don't know the exact status of this venerable old man in reference to the 

church regulations. I believe he was an exhorter. How he loved to talk 

of God and to God! His prayers ~,ere a pretty good sermon both in" substance 

and in length. He was the fulfillment of my idea of an Old Testament 

Patriarch, truly a godly man. 

For Edna Louise Reid, especially, I am going to tell this story 

about her great grandfather Cleghorn. The story came from Mr. Edd Murphy, 

father of Dale Murphy. Edd, on the verge of mature manhood, was spending 

some time with the Cleghorn boys, Joe Cleghorn being one of them. Joe and 

Edd were trying to plow a patch of stumpy new ground. It was very difficult 

to manage the plow. Holding as firmly as possible the plow could not be 

controlled when it hit a stump. Now this is the manner in which Mr. Edd 

expressed it in later years. liThe plm'/ would hit a stump and the plow handle 

would hit us in the gut on one side, and we would 'cuss'. The plow would 

hit another stump and the handle would hit us in the gut on the other side, 

and we would 'cuss'." Finally the father heard the carrying on of Joe and his 
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"Now boys, you are doing wrong. You are blaspheming God, and you know 
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that is wrong." Presenting their problem, Joe asked, "Well, what would you 

do?" The father sai d, "Let me try it. II 

The plow lines were relinquished to him and the young men stood 

back to see how he would plow new ground free of blasphemy. Within seconds 

the plow hit a stump. The handle jerked from his hand and struck him in 

in the midsection. With an audible grunt he said, "Now that sure is aggervatin." 

Shortly the plow hit another stump and the handle struck him quite sharply. 

Hi s reacti on was the same, "Thi s sure is aggervati n. II After the thi rd 

blow he turned the plow back to his boy with the remark, "Boys, it sure is 

aggervatin." So this man of God practiced what he preached, "r~o blasphemy." 

Brother Cleghorn, born in 1842, died in 1930 at the age of eighty-eight. 
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10. REV. W. W. CHRISTIE ENDS .AN ERA; REV. Z. D. lINDSAY OPENS ONE 

Another minister of the Foreman Circuit who served the Wallace church, 

loved and respected by both his congregations, was 'dear=-Brother. 14. W. Christie~ 

He was a source of great comfort to our family in its first great loss, the 

death of the oldest daughter, Delia, in 1918. Brother Christie's ministry 

in the Wallace Methodist Church marked the end of an era for the Ed Cannon 

family. We had to advance from the mule and wagon, horse and buggy days. 

We became a family with an automobile, and moved our church membership 

to Foreman's Methodist Church where we were accepted by the larger congre-

gation and put willingly to work. 

Reverend Z. D. lindsay was the pastor at the time of our move in 

1919. He was not a young man but he knew the program of the church and 

was completely dedicated to preaching the word of Go'd. From the very out-

set of our affiliation with the church in Foreman, I was interested in 

s·ome particular long-time pew occupants. Jesse l. Delony, a legend in the 

Little Rock Conference for his loyalty and support of eve.rything connf::cted 

with Methodism, was an unusual person. He worshiped asleep most of the 

time. Anyone who ever attended church with Mr. Delony could attest to 

that. His young son, Thomas, sat at his side always, and played with his 

daddy's ear during most of the service. A sudden rise in the pastor's 

voice usually brought t~r. Delony to a temporary wakefulness for the 

utterance of his trademark, a lusty, IIAmen. 1I 

I think it was Reverend lindsay who undertook a little jest at 

Bro. Delony's expense by making a remark about a preacher whose message 

was so dull that it put the congregation to sleep. Contrary to expectation, 

Hr. Delony chose to wake at that stage with a forceful, "Amen.1I The resulting 

ripple of laughter was at the expense of the preacher whose joke had 
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back-fired. 

To illustrate a point in one of his sermons Brother lindsay called 

for a boy to volunteer from the congregation. By prearrangement, I am sure, 

Thomas Delany quickly responded and hurried to the pulpit. The demonstration 

was to show how the bonds of sin could so engulf a person that he might not 

be able to break free of them. Equipped with a spool of sewing thread he 

began to encircle Thomas. explaining that each encirclement indicated a 

bond of sin. Whether the victim could break the bonds thus freeing himself 

of sin depended entirely upon the spiritual strength of the individual. 

With all the thread from the spool wrapped around the boy, the time was at 

hand for the test. Could he break his bonds and free himself of sin? At 

the given signal Thomas flexed his arms and broke every strand of the thread. 

Pleased with the result, the minister had made his point. Had Thomas been 

unable to break the thread, the point still would have been made. 
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his usual place for the church service. 

Brother John C. Glenn did such a wonderful WJrk in the Foreman 

Method ist Church. It grew in numbers and influ ence. It wa s sad that before 

his year ended hel p had to cane to hold the services. I never did 1 earn 

after the Glenns left whether the damage to his vocal cords ever was over-

cane. As I grew older I never knew what became of thi s man of 9J ch 

brilliant prospects. 

---- ._ ...... _-... . ...--- -~ . -- ~-- - -

The First Methodist Church of Foreman was erected in 1917 and 

removed in 1975. 
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13. MINISTERS RULE, ROGERS. CLARK. LEONARD SERVE IN SUCCESSION 

Reverend E. C. Rule who followed Brother Glenn was a very different 

type from his predecessor. He seemed extremely well schooled, was soft spok-

en, and meticulous in his grooming. In his approach to people he was very 

retiring. His sermons held great substance and the services were well at-

tended. 

One Sunday morning as Brother Rule was delivering his sermon I 

just chanced to let my glance wander ever so slightly to the side. In that 

brief moment I saw a once in a lifetime happening. Such a dear lady of the 

membership sitting with her husband, a steward of the church, happened to 

raise her hand maybe to adjust her glasses or for some other reason. In 

so doing she touched a feather on her hat. As quick as a wink she jerked her 

hat off, turned it around, and set it back on her head, never glancing 

away from the minister. Evidently she had her hat on backward. If I had 

kept my eyes on the speaker in the pulpit, I would not have observed the 

1 ittle inci dent. 

Reverend J. D. Rogers and his wife appealed to the Foreman con-

gregation. The young people of the church loved them. He was a good 

pastor, and both were delightful people. We greatly enjoyed them in our 

home. One thing that endeared them to many in the church was that during 

their stay they adopted a lovely baby girl. She was about thirteen months 

old. The happiness of this dear man over the child in his home actually 

lighted up his countenance as he delivered his messages. As J. D. Rogers 

from the pulpit turned his head to look at Mrs. Rogers and this beautiful 

child, it was not hard to understand that the little one had become a 

shining light in his life. 

Brother Clark was assigned the pastorate of Foreman in 1924. 
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Oscar Laban Davis 

His dedicated service in the Sunday School of the 
Foreman Methodist Church earned for him the love, 
esteem, and respect of the great numbers of men and 
women who made up the classes which he taught on Sunday 
for a period of thirty-five years. The memory of him 
in this phase of church service which he loved so well 
is kept alive in the name of the group he served. 

liThe O. L. Davis Class" 
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Melissa Cannon Hallman, daughter of Nahum and Cynthia Cannon ~ 

was a member of the Gravelly Point, Sevier County, Methodist 

Church in early years. 
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A Methodist Family of Rocky Comfort 

This family group is Mary Taaffe (seated), the widow of James K. Taaffe, 
with five of her seven children. Not shown in the picture are Jesse 

2 

Taaffe and Sadie Taaffe Davis. The children: left front, James K Taaffe IV; 
right front. Bettie Taaffe (Gantt); back, left to right, Winnie Taaffe 
(Pettigrew). Mamie Taaffe. and Eva Taaffe. The picture was made about 1905 . 
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Catherine Gage 

1B18 - 1R99 lR32 - 1905 
Ja~es Sa~ples Dollarhide and Martha King Dollarhide 
founded the Methodist Dollarhide line of Rocky Co~fort 
which, after the lapse of ~ore than a century, continues 
unbroken in the First United Methodist Church of Fore~an. 
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Willie Clark Atkinson Granddaughter of the 
above and Great Grand~other of Catherine 
and Trey Gage. Joined the Methodist Church 
in 1896 - died 1975 - Member 79 years 

Trey Gage 

Catherine and Trey Gage youngest of the 
Dollarhide line of the First United 

Methodist Church 
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Rev. J. L. (John Lev"is) Cannon \-:as rastor of Rodj 

Comfort Methodist Church for Quarters 2. 3. and 4 of 

the Conference Year of 1895-96. In the jear 1896 

he received into membership of that chu rch i"liss \-Jillie 

Clark, and the three [··1cIver sisters, I~e ttie, Florence, 

and Ethel. 
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Children of Rocky Comfort 

Methodist Church 

Eva Taaffe, 10 years old; 

Winnie Taaffe, 8 years old 

Teen-agers of the Rocky Comfort 

Methodist Congregation 

about the year 1899 

Mamie and Sadie Taaffe 
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Charles H. Dickens and Nettie 
~1cl ver Dickens I'"ere an essential 
cog in the McIver - Dickens line 
in Foreman's Methodism. 

The Methodist Church of Rocky Comfort 
Arkansas in the year 1896 and the 

8 

First United Methodist Church "of Foreman 
of the year 1982 marked the Alpha an d 
Omega of the dedicated religious life 
of Mrs. Ethel McIver Cook. The 
interval between these ti mes is eighty-si x 
years. I" uch of this lnterinl period v,as 
spent in the membership of the Fairview 
Methodist Church of Texarkana. 
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r,1r . and flrs. Jo hn Cr ack Patton 

transferred their membership to 

the Methodist Eriscoral Church, 

Sout h , of Forema n in 1908 

10 

!\ S T R OW~ i~ ETHO D I ST r r~rl I L Y 

Grandfather 

f10 the r 

Daughter 
Grandson 
Great Grandson 

J. H. Cle ghor n 
died 1930 - age 88 

Ella Cleqhorn Patton 
Hallie Patton (Layne) An der son 
Edna Louise Laj ne Reid (1929) 
James GUj Hank ins (1 951 ) 
James GUj Han kins II (1 976) 

Hallie ' ?at ton (Layne)An d~rson ' j 6 in~d t bc ' 
Methodist Episcop al Church , South, of Foreman 
t~ arch 27 , 1909 
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